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Unit VI.
Professional   Heritage   of   the   Nurse   of To-day  and   her Responsibility for the Progress of Contemporary Nursing History.
1.    (Briefly) .Development ^>f nursing as a profession;   beginnings in
mothercraft and rnatua! aid; nursing as a voluntary, neighbourly or patriotic service* a phase of religious service, a domestic handicraft, a secular vocation, and organized, independent, and self-governing profession; professional as distinguished from non-professional nursing; widening fields of service and extension of professional responsibilities; inter-relationships of nursing with other professional groups in medicine, social work? dietetics? education, etc.
2.    Development of the science and ait of nursing ; gradual   substitu-
tion of scientific principles for superstition and magic; progressive changes to be expected from advance in scientific knowledge and better application of science in nursing practice; development of nursing from a simple handicraft; to a fine art; importance of creative intelligence and scientific investigation in the further development of the science and art of nursing.
3.    Development of professional ideals and standards ;    beginnings  in
customs of family and other social groups; how influenced by different religious beliefs and practices,- social customs, etc.; contributions to nursing ideals and traditions of monastic, medical, military, charitable and other groups; contribution of outstanding personalities of different periods in developing the ^ spirit and ideals of nursing; modern trends in shaping and expressing nursing standards and ideals; increasing emphasis on individual self-discipline and responsible government by the professional group.                                           '
4.   The future of nursing; opportunities for improving and   extending
the service of nurses; for developing a real education in, nursing for nurses; for recognizing the need and preparing to care for India's millions of people even in the remote villages with a . health and sick nursing service as rapidly as economic conditions, medical and sanitary groups, etc., are able to open the way; responsibility of each generation of nurses for preserving the best of the nursing* heritage and adding to it; also for reinterpreting and re-adapting nursing principles, practices, and ideals to meet new social conditions and needs as they